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PREFACE

Flashing on Food Movement in 1959 in the Light of Midnapore
— is an incisive and original contribution to the understanding of
the origin and the development of the food movement in Bengal as
well as in the local level, such as in the district of Midnapore
which is also an epicenter of all trends of the national movement
including the revolutionary movement in colonial period. Based
on extensive use of archival material, newspaper and rare
documents, the book explores communist leader’s role, strategies
and techniques for mobilizing masses under the ideological
umbrella of communism to take part in the food movement on the
one hand, and the internal factionalism within Communist party,
people’s cardinal desire to participate in the food movement for
their survival and existence, the internal contradictions among the
different segments of society on the other hand. Despite the
dominance of Indian National Congress and its hegemony on the
mid twentieth century Bengal society as well as the manifestation
of the harsh reprisal of the state government, the food movement
gained a swift momentum and left identical insignia after
completion.

Besides, the book touches on the kind of ideological ambivalence
and pragmatic political practice of the Communist leaders in
Midnapore in the backdrop of the shift and turns of the Bengal
province communist movement. In this context the author tries to
explore the process through which the Communists in Midnapore
were divided in two groups (pro Chinese and Pro — Russian), the
pro Chinese executed the actions and programmes of the of the
food movement and thereby the Party emerged as reinvigorated a
mass based vanguard political party. The food movement shattered
the foundation of the government and it sounded the doorstep of
the Communist party in power. It is necessary to say that the food
movement exposes the weakness of the government, government
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pays price taking the food scarcity superficially, commits a huge
mistake for levelling food movement as the conspiracy of the
Communist party. Therefore, it is not wrong to say that the success
of the food movement is constructed with the combination of the
consequence of the perfect maneuver of the communist party as
well as the result of misjudgment and underestimation of the
Congress government.

Dr. Tapan Hazra
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